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More than 43,000 people went to the 
polls for a Louisiana election. 
A candidate won by 1 vote 


John Nickelson, a candidate for Caddo Parish Sheriff, speaks during a forum 
held by the Broadmoor Neighborhood Association at Broadmoor Presbyterian 
Church in Shreveport, La., Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2023. 
(Jill Pickett/The Advocate via AP) 


By Sara Cline 
Associated Press 
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — In the 
northwest corner of Louisiana, a can- 
didate for parish sheriff demanded a 
recount Wednesday after losing by 
a single vote in an election where 
more than 43,000 people cast bal- 
lots. 
The tight race shines a spotlight on 
Louisiana’s recount process and its 
outdated voting machines, which 
do not produce an auditable paper 
trail that experts say is critical to en- 
suring election results are accurate. 
States’ recount abilities have proven 
to be exceedingly important, espe- 
cially following the 2020 presidential 
election when multiple battleground 
states conducted recounts and re- 
views to confirm President Joe Bi- 
den’s victory. 


“This extraordinarily narrow margin 
... absolutely requires a hand re- 
count to protect the integrity of our 
democratic process, and to ensure 
we respect the will of the people,” 
John Nickelson, the Republican can- 
didate who trailed by one vote in 
last week’s election for Caddo Par- 
ish Sheriff, posted on social media 
Wednesday. 
Henry Whitehorn, the Democrat who 
won the sheriff runoff, did not imme- 
diately respond to an email request- 
ing comment. 
Caddo Clerk of Court Mike Spence 
said he has seen close races during 
his 46-years of experience, but none 
with such a sizeable number of vot- 
ers. Spence said he hopes this will 
teach residents that every vote mat- 
ters. 
Continued on Page 2 
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When the recount takes 
place Monday only ab- 
sentee ballots will be tal- 
lied again and checked 
for errors. But they only 
account for about 17% of 
the total vote in the runoff 
race. Absentee ballots are 
mailed in and are the only 
auditable paper trail under 
Louisiana’s current voting 
system. 
When it comes to the in- 
person votes, which are 
paperless, a recount would 
be similar to hitting a refresh 
button. 
“(Election officials) test the 
machines beforehand and 
they test the machines af- 
terwards, so it’s not blind 
faith going into this. ... There 
are protections in place,” 
David Becker, a former at- 
torney in the Justice De- 
partment’s 
Civil 
Rights 
Division who works with 
election officials through 
the nonprofit Center for 
Election Innovation & Re- 
search said. “That said, a 
recount of a paperless vote 
is essentially the equivalent 
of hitting the button again. 
... You’re basically getting 
a report on the tabulation 
again.” 
Louisiana uses paperless 
touch screen voting ma- 
chines 
bought 
in 
2005. 
Once the most modern 
voting technology, today 
Louisiana is the only place 


where they are still used 
statewide. 
Election 
officials, 
includ- 
ing Louisiana’s Secretary 
of State Kyle Ardoin, have 
reiterated that the state’s 
elections are secure and 
there are checks and bal- 
ances in place to ensure 
election integrity. Addition- 
ally, the state has received 
high marks for its election 
procedures, including from 
the legislative auditor in 


March. 
However, 
the 
machines 
and their lack of a paper 
trail, have been a frequent 
target of criticism. 
The ability to recount bal- 
lots proved important in 
the 2020 election when 
many battleground states 
— including Arizona, Penn- 
sylvania 
and 
Wisconsin 
— conducted recounts or 
thorough reviews of the 
election results. 


Nearby in Georgia, elec- 
tion officials recertified the 
state’s presidential elec- 
tion results after a recount 
of the roughly 5 million bal- 
lots cast was requested by 
Donald Trump. Georgia, 
which for two decades 
had used paperless voting 
machines similar to Louisi- 
ana’s, purchased a new 
system shortly before the 
election. The current sys- 
tem, used by virtually every 


in-person voter in Georgia, 
prints a paper ballot with a 
human-readable summary 
and a QR code, a type of 
barcode, that is read by a 
scanner to count the votes. 
“Can you imagine what 
would have happened in 
Georgia if they had still had 
digital voting machines in 
2020?” Becker asked. 
While Louisiana is seen as 
a reliably red state and 
not perceived as a swing 
state in presidential races, 
election officials across the 
board have agreed that 
it is past time for new ma- 
chines. 
“It is important to be able 
to show your work and it 
is important, for people’s 
confidence in the system, 
to know that there’s a 
check against the system,” 
Becker said. 
Louisiana has tried to re- 
place the current machines 
for the past five years. But 
the ongoing process was 
delayed after allegations 
that the bidding process 
was rigged. 
Secretary 
of 
State-elect 
Nancy Landry, a Repub- 
lican who takes office in 
January, said implement- 
ing a new voting system is a 
top priority. However, given 
the extensive bidding proc- 
ess and trainings, she said 
new machines will not be 
in place ahead of the 2024 
presidential election.q 


Henry Whitehorn Sr., candidate for Caddo Parish Sheriff, speaks during a forum held by the 
Broadmoor Neighborhood Association at Broadmoor Presbyterian Church in Shreveport, La., 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2023. 
(Jill Pickett/The Advocate via AP) 


A Las Vegas high school grapples with 
how a feud over stolen items escalated 
into a fatal beating 


By Rio Yamat 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Students 
at a Las Vegas high school 
had gone home for the 
day when an urgent mes- 
sage was broadcast from 
the intercom: A defibrillator 


was needed near one of 
the classrooms. 
A nurse ran in the direction 
of the emergency. A group 
of teachers tried to per- 
form CPR. It wasn't until the 
next day that social stud- 
ies teacher Reuben D'Silva 


learned what happened — 
a student who was stand- 
ing up for a friend was put 
on life support after being 
brutally beaten by 10 of his 
peers in a nearby alley. 
It was a devastating epi- 
sode 
for 
Rancho 
High 
School, a predominantly 
minority campus in east 
Las Vegas. Some students 
walked out of class when 
they heard Jonathan Lew- 
is Jr., 17, wouldn't survive 
head trauma and other 
injuries he suffered in the 
Nov. 1 attack, D'Silva said. 


Adding to the devastation 
is that cellphone video of 
the beating was widely 
shared across social me- 
dia. 
In the following weeks, a 
small memorial sprung up 
in the trash-littered alley 
bordered by 
apartment 
buildings and a sober liv- 
ing home. Students, teach- 
ers and staff were left to 
grapple with how a con- 
flict over a stolen vape pen 
and a pair of wireless head- 
phones escalated. 
“The trauma, quite frankly, 


extends beyond the young 
man’s family,” said psy- 
chology teacher Isaac Bar- 
ron, a councilman in neigh- 
boring North Las Vegas. 
“It’s going to run deep, and 
there’s no magic wand to 
solve this.” 
Police and prosecutors say 
nine of the 10 teenage 
students who took part in 
the beating have been ar- 
rested. Four were formally 
charged Tuesday as adults 
with second-degree mur- 
der while the other students 
await separate hearings. q 


A memorial for Jonathan Lewis Jr. is set up in an alleyway near 
Rancho High School in eastern Las Vegas, on Tuesday, Nov. 21, 
2023. (AP Photo/Ty O'Neil) 
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Former St. Louis alderman in fraud case also charged with lying to police 


Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — A former St. 
Louis alderman indicted in 
a fraud case was charged 
with lying to police about 
getting carjacked last year, 
authorities said. 
Brandon 
Bosley 
was 
charged Wednesday with 
one misdemeanor count 
of making a false report 
to police when he said a 
woman tried to carjack him 
last year, the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch reported. Months 
ago, he was indicted by 
federal officials in a fraud 
and bribery investigation 
that put three other former 
St. Louis aldermen in prison 
last December. 
Charging documents say 
there was no evidence of 
an attempted carjacking 


and that several parts of 
Bosley's story did not line 
up with what investigators 
found, the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch reported. 
Officers spoke with Bosley 
and the woman on Dec. 
22, according to court 
documents, the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch reported. Bo- 
sley accused the woman 
of trying to rob him, while 
the woman told police that 
Bosley hit her with his car. 
According to the court 
documents, 
Bosley 
told 
police he was robbed at a 
specific address and that 
he followed a car that he 
said fired shots at him. But 
investigators found that he 
wasn't at that address at 
the 
corresponding 
time, 
and 
surveillance 
video 


showed that he did not fol- 
low any cars. 
He is scheduled to appear 
in court on Dec. 27 for this 
charge, the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch reported. 
Meanwhile, Bosley's case in 
federal court is still pending, 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
reported. He was indicted 
by federal officials in June 
on three counts of wire 
fraud related to a car insur- 
ance scheme. 
Three other former St. Louis 
aldermen, 
including 
the 
longtime board president, 
were sentenced to prison 
— for about three to four 
years each — for accept- 
ing bribes from a business- 
man. 
The businessman provided 
bribes in exchange for tax 


breaks and a reduced rate 
in obtaining a city-owned 
property. The former alder- 
men are Lewis Reed, Jef- 


frey Boyd and John Collins- 
Muhammad. 
They are all men and Dem- 
ocrats, along with Bosley.q 


Brandon Bosley, alderman in St. Louis' 3rd ward, listens during a 
Board meeting at City Hall on Feb. 10, 2023 in St. Louis, Mo. 
Associated Press 


Officials begin clearing debris while 3 remain missing in Alaska 
landslide that left 3 dead 


Associated Press 
WRANGELL, Alaska (AP) — 
Searchers looking for three 
people who remain miss- 
ing after a massive land- 
slide that killed three oth- 
ers and injured a fourth 
have changed their strat- 
egy from holding an active 
search to a reactive search 
that will involve methodi- 
cally clearing the highway, 
officials said Thursday. 
"During active search pe- 
riods we have searchers in 
the field meticulously look- 
ing for missing persons," 
Austin McDaniel, a spokes- 
person with the Alaska De- 
partment of Public Safety, 
told the Associated Press. 
“During reactive searches, 
search teams are not ac- 
tively in the field but will re- 
act to new information and 
then actively search that 
area supported by the new 
information.” 
Since Monday night's slide, 
officials have inspected the 
site by air with drones, heli- 
copters and planes while 
teams 
using 
detection 
dogs and sonar covered 
the ground and water, but 
the three people — one 
adult and two juveniles — 
remain missing, McDaniel 
said. 
The slide churned up the 
earth from near the top of 
the mountain down to the 


ocean, tearing down a 
wide swath of evergreen 
trees and burying a high- 
way in the island commu- 
nity of Wrangell, about 155 
miles (250 kilometers) south 
of Juneau. Rescue crews 
found the body of a girl in 
an initial search Monday 
night and the bodies of two 
adults late Tuesday. 
Around 54 homes are cut 
off from town by the land- 
slide, and roughly 35 to 45 
people have chosen to 


stay in that area, interim 
borough manager Mason 
Villarma said. Boats are 
being used to provide sup- 
plies, including food, fuel 
and water, and prescrip- 
tion medications to those 
residents. Given the geog- 
raphy of the island — with 
the town at the northern 
point and houses along 
a 13-mile (20.9-kilometer) 
stretch of paved road — 
currently “the ocean is our 
only access to those resi- 


dences,” he said. 
In that way, the town “can 
come together physically 
and recognize the tragedy 
and the loss of life ... but 
also the triumph of a small 
community 
that’s 
really 
come together and been 
able to pull off some re- 
markable successes, even 
in the face of all this ad- 
versity,” Villarma said in a 
phone interview with The 
Associated Press. 
The 
state 
transportation 


department said on social 
media 
Wednesday 
that 
the process of clearing the 
highway would only begin 
once search and rescue ef- 
forts were complete. There 
was no immediate timeline 
for when that portion of the 
highway would reopen. 
A woman who had been 
on the upper floor of a 
home was rescued Tues- 
day. She was in good 
condition and undergo- 
ing medical care. One of 
the three homes that was 
struck 
was 
unoccupied, 
McDaniel said Tuesday. 
Because of the hazards 
of searching an unstable 
area, a geologist from the 
state 
transportation 
de- 
partment 
was 
brought 
in to conduct a prelimi- 
nary assessment, clearing 
some areas of the slide for 
ground searches. But au- 
thorities warned of a threat 
of additional landslides. 
The slide — estimated to be 
450 feet (137 meters) wide 
— occurred during rain 
and a windstorm. Wrangell 
received about 2 inches (5 
centimeters) of rain from 
early Monday until late 
evening, with wind gusts up 
to 60 mph (96 kph) at high- 
er elevations, said Aaron 
Jacobs, a National Weath- 
er Service hydrologist and 
meteorologist in Juneau. q 


This photo provided by the Alaska Department of Public Safety shows the landslide that occurred 
the previous evening near Wrangell, Alaska, on Nov. 21, 2023. 
(Alaska Department of Public Safety via AP) 
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Man who fatally shot security guard at 
psychiatric hospital was banned from 
having guns, records say 


Associated Press 
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — A 
man who fatally shot a secu- 
rity guard at a New Hamp- 
shire psychiatric hospital mo- 
ments before being killed by 
a state police trooper was 
not allowed to have guns, 
ammunition, or any other 


dangerous weapons fol- 
lowing an arrest in 2016, 
according to court records. 
At that time, police seized 
an assault-style rifle and 9 
mm handgun from John 
Madore, 33. Madore, who 
was arrested in Strafford on 
assault and reckless con- 


duct charges, was later 
involuntarily admitted at 
New Hampshire Hospital 
in Concord, according to 
records. The charges were 
dismissed in 2017 following 
a competency evaluation 
that remains sealed. 
The weapons ban against 
Madore was part of bail or- 
ders unsealed by a judge 
Wednesday following a re- 
quest by the New Hampshire 
Bulletin. On Nov. 17, Madore 
had a 9 mm pistol and am- 
munition when he shot and 
killed Bradley Haas, a state 
Department of Safety secu- 
rity officer who was working 
at the hospital's front lobby 
entrance, the state attor- 
ney general's office said. 
Madore was fatally shot by 
a state trooper shortly af- 
terward. In addition to the 


pistol, police found an AR- 
style rifle, a tactical vest and 
several ammunition maga- 
zines in a U-Haul truck in the 
hospital’s parking lot that 
Madore had rented. 
Those firearms were not the 
same ones seized in 2016, 
Michael Garrity, a spokes- 
person for the New Hamp- 
shire attorney general’s of- 
fice, confirmed in a state- 
ment late Wednesday. The 
guns used in 2016 remain 
in the custody of the Straf- 
ford Police Department, he 
said. It remains unclear how 
Madore, who had most re- 
cently lived in a hotel in New 
Hampshire's Seacoast area, 
acquired the guns found 
Nov. 17. If he had tried to 
buy them, he would have 
been required to note his 
hospitalization at a mental 


health institution when filling 
out a federal firearms appli- 
cation. 
Madore was accused in 
2016 of choking his sister and 
grabbing his mother around 
the neck and knocking her 
to the floor because he was 
upset that they had put the 
family dog down, according 
to an affidavit. 
When police arrived at their 
Strafford home, Madore was 
barricaded in an upstairs 
bedroom and said he had 
firearms and that it wasn’t 
going to end well, the police 
affidavit states. He eventu- 
ally surrendered peacefully, 
police said.q 
A celebration of life has 
been scheduled on Nov. 
27 for for Haas, 63, a former 
police chief from Franklin, 
New Hampshire. 


Police work at the scene of a shooting at New Hampshire 
Hospital Friday, Nov. 17, 2023. 
(Geoff Forester/The Concord Monitor via AP, File) 


New York City Mayor Eric Adams accused of 1993 sexual assault 
in legal filing 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — New 
York City Mayor Eric Adams 
has been accused of sexu- 
ally assaulting a woman in 
1993, according to a legal 
summons filed Wednesday. 
The three-page filing does 
not contain details of the 
alleged assault but names 
Adams, the transit bureau 
of the New York Police 
Department and the New 
York 
Police 
Department 
Guardians Association as 
defendants. 
“Plaintiff was sexually as- 
saulted by Defendant Eric 
Adams in New York, New 
York in 1993 while they both 
worked for the City of New 
York,” the summons reads. 
The filing seeks a trial and $5 
million in relief. It was filed 
in state Supreme Court in 
Manhattan. The woman's 
attorney did not immedi- 
ately return an emailed 
request for comment on 
Thursday. 
In remarks to reporters on 
Thursday, Adams denied 
sexually assaulting anyone 
and said he did not remem- 
ber meeting the woman. 


“It absolutely did not hap- 
pen. I don't recall ever 
meeting this person and I 
would never harm anyone 
in that magnitude. It did 
not happen,” Adams said, 
according to a video post- 
ed by a reporter to X, the 
social media platform for- 


merly known as Twitter. “It 
did not happen, and that is 
not who I am and that is not 
who I've ever been in my 
professional life and, you 
know, it’s just something 
that never took place.” 
Adams, a Democrat, was 
a New York City police of- 


ficer who rose to the rank 
of captain before enter- 
ing politics. He served as a 
state senator and Brooklyn 
borough president before 
becoming mayor. 
The summons was filed un- 
der the Adult Survivors Act, 
a special New York law that 


has cleared the way for a 
wave of lawsuits against 
famous men accused of 
sexual misconduct. The law 
has led to more than 2,500 
lawsuits, including cases 
against former President 
Donald Trump, hip hop mo- 
gul Sean “Diddy” Combs 
and the comedian and ac- 
tor Russell Brand. 
The filing comes as Adams 
has been dogged by an FBI 
investigation into his 2021 
campaign that prompted 
agents to seize his phones 
and raid the home of his 
chief campaign fundraiser. 
The New York Times and 
New York Post have report- 
ed that part of the investi- 
gation involves examining 
whether Adams inappro- 
priately tried to help the 
government of Turkey get 
city approval to open a 
35-story skyscraper hous- 
ing diplomatic facilities in 
2021, 
despite 
concerns 
about the tower’s fire safe- 
ty systems. Adams has side- 
stepped questions about 
the FBI investigation but has 
maintained he did nothing 
wrong. q 


New York City Mayor Eric Adams listens at the state Capitol, Jan. 10, 2023, in Albany, N.Y. 
Associated Press 
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Dutch election winner Geert Wilders is an anti-Islam firebrand 
known as the Dutch Donald Trump 


By Mike Corder 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — He's been called 
the Dutch Donald Trump. 
He's been threatened with 
death countless times by Is- 
lamic extremists, convicted 
of insulting Moroccans, and 
Britain once banned him 
from entering the country. 
Now Geert Wilders has 
won a massive victory in 
a Dutch election and is in 
pole position to form the 
next governing coalition 
and possibly become the 
Netherlands' 
next 
prime 
minister. 
An exit poll revealing his 
landslide appeared to take 
even 60-year-old political 
veteran Wilders by surprise. 
In his first reaction, posted 
in a video on X, formerly 
Twitter, he spread his arms 
wide, put his face in his 
hands and said simply “35!” 
— the number of seats an 
exit poll forecast his Party 
for Freedom, or PVV, won 
in the 150-seat lower house 
of parliament. 
Wilders, with his fiery tongue 
has long been one of the 
Netherlands’ 
best-known 
lawmakers at home and 
abroad. His populist poli- 
cies and shock of perox- 
ide blond hair have drawn 
comparisons with Trump. 
But, 
unlike 
Trump, 
he 
seemed destined to spend 
his life in political opposi- 
tion. 


The only time Wilders came 
close to governing was 
when he supported the first 
coalition formed by Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte in 2010. 
But Wilders did not formally 
join the minority administra- 
tion and brought it down 
after just 18 months in of- 
fice in a dispute over aus- 
terity measures. Since then, 
mainstream parties have 
shunned him. They no lon- 
ger can. “The PVV wants 
to, from a fantastic position 
with 35 seats that can to- 
tally no longer be ignored 
by any party, cooperate 
with other parties,” he told 
cheering supporters at his 


election celebration in a 
small bar in a working class 
suburb of The Hague. 
Whether he can piece to- 
gether a stable coalition 
with former political foes re- 
mains to be seen. 
As well as alienating main- 
stream politicians, his fiery 
anti-Islam rhetoric also has 
made him a target for ex- 
tremists and led to him liv- 
ing under round-the-clock 
protection for years. He has 
appeared in court as a vic- 
tim of death threats, vow- 
ing never to be silenced. 
Voting Wednesday at The 
Hague City Hall, Wilders 
was flanked by burly se- 


curity guards scanning the 
cavernous space for pos- 
sible threats. He has moved 
from one safe house to an- 
other over nearly two de- 
cades. In 2009, the British 
government refused to let 
him visit the country, say- 
ing he posed a threat to 
“community harmony and 
therefore public security.” 
Wilders had been invited 
to Britain by a member of 
Parliament’s upper house, 
the House of Lords, to show 
his 15-minute film “Fitna,” 
which criticizes the Quran 
as a “fascist book.” The film 
sparked 
violent 
protests 
around the Muslim world 


in 2008 for linking Quranic 
verses with footage of ter- 
rorist attacks. 
To court mainstream vot- 
ers this time around, Wilders 
toned down the anti-Islam 
rhetoric and sought to fo- 
cus less on what he calls 
the 
“de-Islamization” 
of 
the Netherlands and more 
on tackling hot-button is- 
sues such as housing short- 
ages, a cost-of-living crisis 
and access to good health 
care. 
His 
campaign 
platform 
nonetheless calls for a ref- 
erendum on the Nether- 
lands leaving the European 
Union, an “asylum stop” 
and “no Islamic schools, 
Qurans 
and 
mosques,” 
although 
he 
pledged 
Wednesday night not to 
breach Dutch laws or the 
country's constitution that 
enshrines freedom of reli- 
gion and expression. 
Wilders is set to become the 
longest-serving 
lawmaker 
in the Dutch parliament 
later this year. He has been 
a member of the House of 
Representatives since 1998, 
first for the center-right 
People’s Party for Freedom 
and Democracy, where he 
mentored a young Rutte 
before quitting the party 
and setting up his Party for 
Freedom. He demonstrat- 
ed a softer side Wednes- 
day night by thanking his 
Hungarian-born wife Krisz- 
tina for her support.q 


Dutch politician Geert Wilders arrives for a press conference in London, Friday, March 5, 2010. 
(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File 


EU sends border police reinforcements 
to Finland over fears that Russia is 
behind a migrant influx 


By Lorne Cook and 
Jari Tanner 
Associated Press 
HELSINKI (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Union’s border agen- 
cy said Thursday that it will 
send dozens of officers and 
equipment as reinforce- 
ments to Finland to help 
police its borders amid sus- 
picion that Russia is behind 
an influx of migrants arriving 
to the country. Frontex said 
that it expects a “signifi- 
cant reinforcement” made 
up of 50 border guard offi- 
cers and other staff, along 


with patrol cars and ad- 
ditional equipment, to be 
put in place as soon as next 
week. 
More than 800 migrants 
without proper visas and 
documentation have ar- 
rived in Finland so far since 
August, with more than 700 
in November alone by the 
end of Wednesday — com- 
pared to a few dozen in 
September and October. 
They include people from 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Ye- 
men, Kenya, Morocco and 
Somalia. 


Finnish Prime Minister Pet- 
teri Orpo, who addressed 
lawmakers at Parliament 
on Thursday, called the sit- 
uation “a serious disruption 
of border security” that af- 
fects the national security 
of Finland, whose popula- 
tion is 5.6 million. 
“Finland cannot be influ- 
enced, Finland cannot be 
destabilized,” 
Orpo 
said 
with a decisive tone. “Rus- 
sia started this, and Russia 
also can stop it.” 
The Kremlin denies the alle- 
gations. 


On 
Wednesday, 
Finnish 
border guards and soldiers 
began erecting barriers, in- 
cluding concrete obstacles 


topped with barbed-wire at 
some crossing points on the 
Nordic country’s lengthy 
border with Russia.q 


Finnish Border Guards escort migrants at the international border 
crossing between Finland and Russia, in Salla, Finland, Thursday, 
Nov. 23, 2023. 
(Jussi Nukari/Lehtikuva via AP) 
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West Africa responds to huge diphtheria outbreaks by targeting 
unvaccinated populations 


By Chinedu Asadu 
Associated Press 
ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — Au- 
thorities in several West Af- 
rican countries are trying to 
manage their huge diph- 
theria outbreaks, includ- 
ing in Nigeria where a top 


health official said Thurs- 
day that millions are being 
vaccinated to cover wide 
gaps in immunity against 
the disease. 
At least 573 people out of 
the 11,640 diagnosed with 
the disease in Nigeria have 


died since the current out- 
break started in December 
2022, though officials esti- 
mate the toll — now on the 
decline because of treat- 
ment efforts — could be 
much higher across states 
unable to detect many 
cases. 
In Niger 37 people had 
died out of the 865 cases 
as of October, while Guin- 
ea has reported 58 deaths 
out of 497 since its outbreak 
started in June. 
“As far as the history that 
I am aware of, this is the 
largest outbreak that we 
have had,” Ifedayo Ad- 
etifa, head of the Nigeria 
Centre for Disease Control, 
told The Associated Press. 
The highly contagious bac- 
terial infection has been re- 
ported in 20 of Nigeria's 36 
states so far. 
A major driver of the high 
rate of infection in the re- 


gion has been a historically 
wide vaccination gap, the 
French medical organiza- 
tion Doctors Without Bor- 
ders, or MSF, said in a state- 
ment on Tuesday. 
In Nigeria, only 42% of chil- 
dren under 15 years old are 
fully protected from diph- 
theria, according to a gov- 
ernment survey, while Guin- 
ea has a 47% immunization 
rate — both far below the 
80–85% rate recommend- 
ed by the World Health 
Organization to maintain 
community protection. 
The fate of the affected 
countries is worsened by 
the global shortages of 
the diphtheria vaccine as 
demand has increased to 
respond to outbreaks, the 
MSF said. 
“We’re not seeing vacci- 
nation happen, not at the 
scale that is needed,” said 
Dr. 
Dagemlidet 
Tesfaye 


Worku, emergency medi- 
cal program manager for 
MSF in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. 
“What is needed is a truly 
massive scale-up of vacci- 
nation, as soon as possible.” 
The Nigerian government is 
ramping up vaccination for 
targeted populations while 
assisting states to boost 
their capacity to detect 
and manage cases, said 
Adetifa, the Nigeria CDC 
head. 
But several states continue 
to struggle, including Kano, 
which accounts for more 
than 75% of cases in Nige- 
ria but has only two diph- 
theria treatment centers, 
according to Abubakar La- 
baran Yusuf, the state’s top 
health official. 
“Once people have to 
travel or move significant 
distances to access treat- 
ment, that becomes a 
challenge,” Adetifa said.q 


In this handout photo released by MSF, Dr. Aminu, left, on a 
routine check up on patients at the diphtheria treatment centre 
of the Murtala muhammad specialist hospital in Kano, Nigeria, 
Monday, Aug. 21, 2023. 
(Ehab Zawati, MSF via AP) 


Qatar says Gaza cease-fire will begin Friday morning, with aid to 
follow ‘as soon as possible’ 


By Wafaa Shurafa, Najib 
Jobain and Jack Jeffery 
Associated Press 
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip 
(AP) — A four-day cease- 
fire in Gaza between Israel 
and Hamas was set to be- 
gin Friday morning, Qatar 
said after a daylong delay 
extended the agony for 
those hoping for some re- 
lief from the deal, which is 
to bring the release of doz- 
ens of hostages held by 
militants and Palestinians 
imprisoned by Israel. 
The 
diplomatic 
break- 
through 
promised 
some 
relief for the 2.3 million 
Palestinians in Gaza who 
have endured weeks of Is- 
raeli bombardment, as well 
as families in Israel fearful 
for the fate of their loved 
ones taken captive during 
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack that 
triggered the war. 
The cease-fire was origi- 
nally set to begin Thursday 
morning, but it appeared 
to hit a snag the night be- 
fore when Israel’s national 
security 
adviser, 
Tzachi 
Hanegbi, 
announced 
a 
one-day delay without pro- 


viding a reason. On Thurs- 
day, Qatari Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari 
announced the cease-fire 
will start at 7 a.m. local time 
Friday (5 a.m. GMT.) 
He said the two sides had 
exchanged lists of those to 
be released, and the first 
group of 13 women and 
children held by Hamas 
would be freed Friday af- 
ternoon. He did not say 
how many Palestinian pris- 
oners would be freed, but 
officials have said three 
would be freed for every 
hostage. 
Increased aid for Palestin- 
ians will start to enter Gaza 
“as soon as possible,” al- 
Ansari said. The hope is that 
the “momentum” from this 
deal will lead to an “end 
to this violence," he told re- 
porters. 
Israeli airstrikes continued 
Thursday. In the afternoon, 
a strike leveled a residen- 
tial building in the Nuseirat 
refugee camp in central 
Gaza. At least 12 people 
were killed, according to 
officials at nearby Al-Aqsa 
Hospital. 


One resident, Hosni Mohar- 
ib, said his wife and several 
children were killed and 
other relatives remained 
buried under the rubble. 
“It exploded on the house, 
striking the babies and 
young children. Everyone 
in the house, they are all 
dead,” he said, bursting 
into tears. 
The Israeli bombardment, 
now in its seventh week, 
has killed more than 13,300 
Palestinians, 
according 


to the Health Ministry in 
Hamas-ruled Gaza, which 
resumed its detailed count 
of casualties in Gaza from 
the war. The ministry had 
stopped publishing casu- 
alty counts since Nov. 11, 
saying it had lost the abil- 
ity to do so because of the 
health system's collapse in 
the north, 
The new numbers were 
not fully broken down, but 
women and minors have 
consistently 
made 
up 


around two-thirds of the 
dead. The figures do not 
include updated numbers 
from hospitals in the north. 
The ministry says some 6,000 
people have been report- 
ed missing, feared buried 
under rubble. 
The ministry does not differ- 
entiate between civilians 
and militants in its death 
tolls. Israel says it has killed 
thousands of Hamas fight- 
ers, without presenting evi- 
dence for its count. 
The truce agreement raised 
hopes of eventually wind- 
ing down the war, which 
has leveled vast swaths of 
Gaza, fueled a surge of vio- 
lence in the occupied West 
Bank and stirred fears of a 
wider conflagration across 
the Middle East. 
Air-raid 
sirens 
sounded 
across northern Israel on 
Thursday as Hezbollah said 
it fired 48 Katyusha rockets 
from 
southern 
Lebanon. 
The barrage came after 
an Israeli strike killed five 
Hezbollah fighters, includ- 
ing the son of the head of 
the group’s parliamentary 
bloc.q 


Palestinians inspect the rubble of destroyed building of Muharib 
family killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip in 
Nusseirat refugee camp, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Nov. 23, 
2023. 
(AP Photo/Adel Hana) 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Costa Linda Beach Resort! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the great plea- 
sure of recognizing Distinguished Visitors of Aruba. These 
Ambassadors were respectively honored with a certifi- 
cate acknowledging their years of visits, loyalty, and love 
for the island of Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented on behalf of the Minis- 
ter of Tourism as a token of appreciation and to say “Ma- 
sha Danki” to guests who have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively visiting Aru- 
ba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively visiting 
Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively visiting 
Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors 
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Pamela Rodi from New Jersey, United 
States. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson representing the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and staff members of the Costa Linda Beach 
Resort bestowed the Ambassador certificate to the hon- 
orees, presented them with gifts, and also thanked them 
for choosing Aruba as their favorite vacation destination, 
as their home away from home. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba, provid- 
ed by the honorees were: 
• 
Aruba’s nice sandy beaches. 
• 
Aruba’s warm and friendly people. 
• 
Aruba’s nice warm weather. 
• 
Aruba’s variety of restaurants to 
choose from! 


• 
“Friends I have met over the years.” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, 
we would like to express our sincere grati- 
tude and appreciation to the honorees for 
their continued visits to the “One Happy 
Island”q 


Create museum memories 


ORANJESTAD — Museums are an integral part 
of conserving and honoring cultures, and Aruba 
is no exception. Our Island has a wide selection 
of various museums for our locals and visitors 
to see. Take this opportunity to learn about our 
island and experience a different day beyond 
the beach. Let us introduce to you these muse- 
ums. 


Museum of Industry Aruba 


The Museum of Industry is located in San Nico- 
las—better known as the art capital of Aruba. 
This museum exhibits the industrial history of 
gold, aloe, phosphate, oil and tourism through 
elaborated displays and multimedia installa- 
tions. 
The Museum of Industry is situated in the Wa- 
ter Tower in San Nicolas and narrates Aruba's 
industrial history, which began in the 19th cen- 
tury. The Water Tower was built in 1939 and con- 
sists of three sections: the substructure, the high- 
rising vertical shaft, and the tank at the top. 
The Water Tower was purchased by the Monu- 
ments Fund in 2003 so it can be restored and 
preserved as one of Aruba's monuments. The 
Museum of Industry is part of Aruba Museum 


Foundation (Fundacion Museo Aruban), which 
is a foundation set to maintain, preserve, and 
protect the Aruban cultural sector, history, and 
nature. The museum of Industry is open daily 
from 9 am till 6 pm. 
For more information, check out their Facebook 
page Museum of Industry Aruba. 


Archaeological Museum of Aruba 


The Archaeological Museum of Aruba is lo- 
cated at Schelpstraat 42 in downtown Oran- 
jestad. The renovated historic Ecury complex 
in the area has been transformed from a fam- 
ily home to a modern museum that preserves 
Aruba’s Amerindian cultural heritage. This 21st 
century museum is especially designed to pre- 
serve valuable artifacts dating back to the Pre- 
Ceramic period of 2500 BC. 


In the late 1980’s, AMA identified its need for 
an adequate housing for its collection and ac- 
tivities. After studying various options, a project 
proposal was drawn up, including the acqui- 
sition and restoration of historical buildings in 
downtown Oranjestad. 


These historical buildings were formerly the 
property of the Ecury family. The “Ecury Com- 


plex”, is a cluster of single and two-story historic 
buildings, mainly Dutch colonial architecture 
from the late 19th and 20th century on a plot of 
approximately 1.700 m2. 


In 1997, the Aruban Government bought the 
complex for the National Archaeological Mu- 
seum project. In 2004, a financial agreement 
was signed with the European Development 
Fund and in 2006, restoration and construction 
work began on the monumental buildings and 
the soon-to-be exhibition space. In December 
2007, the key to the complex was delivered and 
the museum’s employees moved to the new lo- 
cation. The final design for the exhibit was com- 
pleted in November 2007 and the permanent 
exhibit, financed by the Aruban Government 
and the Union of Cultural Organizations (UN- 
OCA), opened in July 2009. 


At the new location, the National Archaeologi- 
cal Museum Aruba disposes of approximately 
500 m2 for its permanent exhibit. This exhibit 
conveys information on the origin and culture 
of the first inhabitants of the island through ar- 
chaeological objects and modern exhibition 
techniques. The new permanent exhibit gives 
the visitor an insight into the cultures that in- 
habited the island in Pre-Historical and Early His- 
torical times. The museum also hosts attractive 
public programs, including lectures, education- 
al projects, temporary exhibits and workshops. 


The museum is open daily from 9:30 am till 4:30 
pm. For more information check out the Face- 
book page Museo Arqueologico Nacional 
Aruba.q 
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Paseo Herencia; An exciting destination for leisure and entertainment 


NOORD — Paseo Herencia, situated in the heart of Palm Beach and within walking 
distance from the high-rise hotels, beckons with a diverse array of shopping, dining, 
and entertainment options in an outdoor setting. 


Shopping 
Paseo Herencia presents a captivating selection of stores catering to various pref- 
erences, encompassing beachwear, apparel, fragrances, footwear, jewelry, keep- 
sakes, and much more. Unwind at Maggy’s, indulging in their salon services while 
exploring a range of beauty products. For a memorable gift crafted from natural 
ingredients, explore Aruba Aloe's offerings. Iconic brands like Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin 
Klein, Aldo, Carmen Steffens, Nike, and Pandora stand among the favorites. 


Dining 
Embark on a global culinary journey at Paseo Heren- 
cia's diverse array of restaurants, each offering a unique 
dining experience. From the vibrant flavors of Iguana 
Cantina's Mexican cuisine to the Spanish elegance of 
Xixon Spanish Restaurant, the innovative fusion of Pizza 
and Sushi at Fusion Cuisine, the grilled delights of Skew- 
ers Grill, the comfort of The Lazy Turtle, the creativity 
at Drunk's Denial, and the seafood sensation of Sexy 
Shrimps Bar, and the familiar warmth of Starbucks, in- 
dulge in an unforgettable gastronomic adventure that 
spans the world's finest cuisines, all within the charming 
ambiance of our outdoor center. 


VIP Cinema 
Indulge in an unparalleled cinematic experience at 
Caribbean Cinemas VIP, nestled on Paseo Herencia's 
second floor. Relax in supremely comfortable reclin- 
ing seats while enjoying movies on high-quality screens 
with state-of-the-art projection and 7.1 Dolby surround 
sound. Don’t forget to relish the delectable buttery 
popcorn. 


Entertainment 
Paseo Herencia offers live entertainment from Mon- 
day to Friday at 8pm on the center stage, as well as 
captivating nightly watershows at 7:30pm, 8:30pm, 
and 9:30pm. Thrill-seekers can explore the Airsoft ex- 
perience, located behind The Lazy Turtle. For picture- 
perfect moments, capture Instagram-worthy shots at 
the Angel Wings installation between Pandora and 
Free Spirit, or amidst the Flying mosaic hearts behind 
King Churros. There's more fun in store with delightful 
kids' activities, including a Kid’s carousel and train ride, 
available every day from 6 pm to 10 pm. 


Parking is complimentary for up to two hours when 
shopping, dining, or enjoying a movie at Paseo Heren- 
cia. Simply present your purchase receipt to the park- 
ing cashier. For more details on specials and events, 
visit the Paseo Herencia website at www.paseoheren- 
cia.com.q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Marriott’s Ocean Club! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority re- 
cently had the great pleasure of 
recognizing Goodwill Ambassa- 
dors of Aruba. This lovely couple 
was honored with a certificate ac- 
knowledging their years of visits, 
loyalty, and love for the island of 
Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as 
follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years con- 
secutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 


consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba 
Mr. Anthony & Mrs. Carol Ferraro 
from Pennsylvania, United States. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity, and staff members of the Mar- 
riott’s Ocean Club bestowed the 
certificate to the honorees, pre- 
sented them with memorable gifts, 
and also thanked them for choos- 
ing Aruba as their best-loved va- 
cation destination, as their home 
away from home. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba 
provided by the honorees were: 
• 
Aruba’s 
generous, 
kind, 
thoughtful, 
considerate, 
and 
warm-hearted people. 


• 
“Aruba is my home away 
from home.” 
• 
Aruba’s warm consistent 
weather all year round. 
• 
Aruba’s safety. 
• 
“Friends we have made 
over the years.” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, we would like to express 
our sincere gratitude and appre- 
ciation to the honorees for their 
continued visits to the “One Happy 
Island”q 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Emergency services 
Even though most people 
don’t even want to think 
about having to contact 
emergency 
services—es- 
pecially not while on their 
vacation, it is still important 
to know what number to 
dial in case of the unlikely 
event of an accident or se- 
vere incident. 


Police: 100 
Police Tipline: 11141 


Ambulance: 911 
Fire Dept: 115 
Oranjestad: HOH hospital: 
+297-527-4000 
San Nicolas: ImSan: +297- 
527-8833 


Electrical power 
Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 
lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 
The 
water 
that 
flows 


through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Supermarket hours 
Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. 
Generally 
though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, 
Monday 
through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Taxis 
Prices for taxi fair are set 


by the Department of Pub- 
lic Traffic and are based 
on destination rather than 
mileage. Most taxis can 
take up to five passengers, 
but this may vary depend- 
ing on the vehicle. Taxis are 
pretty much always avail- 
able and you can ever hire 
one for $45 an hour. 


Safety 
Aruba is one of the safest 
islands in the Caribbean, 
and many tourist that visit 
have often told us how 
they feel safe to explore 
the island or walk around 
at night. However, rare in- 
cidents do occurs, so keep 
yourself and your belong- 
ings safe. q 
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Aruba: the legend behind its name 


locAl 


(Oranjestad)—Most folkloric tales and 
legends in Aruba revolve around our 
indigenous ancestors, who came from 
mainland Venezuela, and discovered 
the island and made it into their new 
home. This particular legend tells the sto- 
ry of the birth of the Aruba name. 


The legend follows the life of Arua, an 
indigenous Cacique originally from Aroa 
in the Falcon state in Venezuela in the 
year 50 AD. Arua had a son around the 
year 70 AD with his wife Shira, who they 
named Corobori. When Corobori was 
old enough, he joined his father on the 
usual boat trip to the islands of Curacao 
and Bonaire to gather salt. 


On their way back to Mainland Venezu- 
ela, they were caught up in a heavy rain 
storm—a side effect from a passing, but 
far away, hurricane. Of course, because 
of the lack of motors and sail, their boat 
was left in the mercy of the heavy winds. 
After a while, the storm started to pass, 
and the clouds began to clear up. Fi- 
nally able to see around them, the Caci- 
que spotted land approximately an hour 
away. So, they started to row in that di- 
rection until they reached the coast. 


Once they arrived on what they thought 
was Venezuela, they decided to stay the 
night and fix their kayak. The next morn- 
ing, the Cacique ordered his son and a 
few warriors to go find any sign of popu- 
lation in the area: "Corobori,” Arua said. 
“Don't come back without news. It’s in 
your hands how long we stay here till we 
find our family. So, if you need to take a 
week to gather information, we will wait 
for you." 


"Don't worry,” Corobori replied. “As 
soon as we have any information, we 
will let you know." Armed with arrows 
and spears, backpacks filled with food 
and water containers, they set off. They 
climbed several small hills, but no sign of 
a village. They crossed different dry river- 
beds, but no sign of anything. When the 
sun finally descended, they found them- 
selves near a fairly tall hill and decided 
to climb it for a better view of a village. 
This hill was called Pan Dushi or Orcuyo, 
which today we call Hooiberg. 


The next morning, they could clearly see 
that they have landed on an island, but 
an unfamiliar one at that. When Coro- 
bori went back to where his father was 
waiting, he told him the news: “Father 
Arua, you have just discovered an is- 
land, but it is not Curacao or Bonaire. Far 
in the south, we saw the big mountains 
of our homeland Venezuela, which we 
could have never seen on the other is- 
land. This leads us to believe we are on 
a new island. But that’s not all. When the 
sun came up, we saw in the distance a 
glowing plain, which we think may be 
salt.” 


The Cacique was pleased to hear of his 
son’s findings. He decided to stay a cou- 
ple days on the newly-discovered island 
in search for salt. The next morning they 
ascended Hooiberg again and stayed 
to see if they could find nearby smoke, 
indicating an inhabitant village. But they 
found nothing. So they went back to 
their initial arrival settlement, now known 
as Santo Largo in Savaneta. The next 
morning they hiked along the Spaans 
Lagoen near the Mangel Halto Beach 
and reached the area of Bushiri. There, 
they boarded they kayaks and heading 
to what we know now as Malmok, where 
they found rocks of salt. After a couple 
days of exploring the island and gather- 
ing some salt rocks, they left for Venezu- 
ela, where they were reunited with their 
families. 


Throughout the year, they travelled back 
and forth to Aruba, collecting salt. After 
a while they settled on the island, gener- 
ations of families living along the coast. 
Corobori was the first indigenous inhabit- 
ant in our history to explore the entirety 
of the island. 


Arua, after decades as the leader of his 
tribe, spent his last days on the island. 
Having reached 80 years old, he called 
for his family on his death bed. In his 
hammock, he said: “My children, many 
years have passed, and I’ve asked my 
warrior to bring me back to the island so 
I can laid to rest. The God of living has 
given me the gift of life to see my son, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
But now he is calling me home. Corobo- 
ri, my torch is now passed to you. Guide 
our people, and be the leader you were 
always meant to become. If one day 
you leave my island, do not forget that 
it is also yours. This is my last wish: When 
I die, bury me in our maize plantation.” 


And so when the Cacique passed away, 
his wishes were granted and he was laid 
to rest in the area we now know as the 
Paradera Cemetery. Where he used to 
live, they built the Paradera Church. 


And that is the tale of what inspired the 
Aruba name. In the generations that 
lived or travelled back and forth to the 
island, there were many familiar names*, 
like Guadiriki, a warrior who was there 
when the island got discovered and his 
son, whom he called Huliba; Corobori 
and his children, Corodori, Camacuri 
and Turibana, Masiduri; and Malmok, 
the 13-year-old boy who alerted the Ca- 
cique when the Caribes attacked. 


Familiar names: all these names are fa- 
miliar to Arubans, as these are the names 
of places and plants on the island.q 


Source: Un storia di e Indjan Arua (A story of 
the Indian Arua) by Adolf (Dufi) Kock 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring 
the underwater wonders 
is something you should 
definitely 
do 
during 
your stay in Aruba. The 
underwater 
world 
has 
everything to offer that 
makes a snorkel trip so 
exceptional; an impressive, 
colorful sea life with exotic 
fishes, turtles and beautiful 
coral 
reef. 
The 
historic 
shipwrecks, 
located 
on 
the Aruban seabed are 
also worth a visit. Aruba is 
known for its white beaches 
and blue oceans, which 
means there are many 
fascinating 
under 
water 
spots, where you can take 
your snorkeling gear and 
we selected the top spots 
for you. 


Tres Trapi 
Tres Trapi means tree steps in 
Papiamento, Papiamento 
is together with Dutch the 
official language spoken 
on Aruba. The beach is 
called Tres Trapi because 
it is accessible by the tree 
steps carved into the rocks. 
Tres Trapi is a small rocky 
beach, located on the 
north-western side of the 
island, approximately 5 to 
10 minute drive from Palm 
Beach. From the unique 
steps you can easily walk 
over the beach into the 
clear and turquoise blue 
ocean. 
While 
snorkeling 
you will encounter all kind 
of tropical fishes and sea 
stars. The kind of starfish 
you will find in the Aruban 
waters is the red cushion 


sea star. This is a starfish 
that is commonly found 
in the shallow waters of 
the Caribbean sea and if 
you are lucky during your 
snorkeling visit to Tres Trapi, 
you may come across one 
of the green sea turtles. 
Respect the animal, keep 
your distance and enjoy 
the view. Also remember; 
it is a once in a life time 
experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long 
long ship, built in 1939 in 
Hamburg, Germany. Antilla 
came to Aruba, because 
it had to find a neutral 
port. 
When 
Germany 
invaded the Netherlands 
on May 10, 1940, the crew 
decided to let their own 


ship sink, to prevent it from 
falling into the hands of 
the Dutch Navy. Antilla lies 
on its portside in Malmok 
bay, and the sunken word 
war two ship is now one 
of Aruba’s most popular 
snorkeling and dive spots. 
However, the ship wreck 
can only be reached by 
boat. The ship is visible from 
the surface and during 
your snorkeling trip you be 
surrounded by hundreds 
of tropical fishes, but the 
ship wreck alone is already 
impressive enough. 


Baby Beach 
Baby 
beach; 
a 
white 
beach, 
with 
a 
crystal 
blue ocean. The beach is 
located on the southern 
part of the island. On the 
way to the famous beach, 
you will drive through the 
old capital of Aruba, San 
Nicolas. The old Aruban 
culture can be still felt and 
experienced here, so do 
not hesitate to get out of 
your car and walk around 
for a while. Baby beach 
is a child friendly beach, 
since it is shallow and 
the water has a pleasant 
temperature. 
The 
name 
therefore fits well with the 
beach. 
Baby 
beach 
is 
an excellent beach for 
snorkeling, 
especially 
if 
you want to go with small 


children, 
because 
the 
water 
remains 
shallow 
and there are still many 
underwater 
wonders 
to 
see. In the ocean there is an 
area marked until where it 
is recommended to snorkel 
and on the beach you will 
find different facilities. It is 
a perfect beach to spend 
your day snorkeling and 
relaxing. 


Mangel Halto 
Mangel Halto beach is 
located in Savaneta, on 
the southern-west part of 
the island. The beach is 
different from the other 
beaches in Aruba; it is 
beach full of mangroves. 
You 
reach 
the 
beach 
by a bridge through the 
mangroves and then you 
will have several entrances 
to 
the 
sea. 
There 
are 
diverse spots where you 
can enjoy a perfect beach 
day, wooden stairs made 
to enter the water and a 
dock to sit on and enjoy 
the view. Mangel Halto is 
also worth a visit for the 
snorkeling 
experience. 
Inside the bay, the water 
is clear and you find many 
colorful fish. Outside the bay 
is a bit more challenging for 
beginners because of the 
wind and the waves, but 
the coral is alive and it is just 
like snorkel heaven.q 
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What does Sam Altman's firing — and quick 
reinstatement — mean for the future of AI? 


NEW YORK (AP) — It's been 
quite a week for ChatGPT- 
maker OpenAI — and co- 
founder Sam Altman. 
Altman, who helped start 
OpenAI as a nonprofit re- 
search lab back in 2015, 
was removed as CEO Fri- 
day in a sudden and most- 
ly unexplained exit that 
stunned the industry. And 
while his chief executive 
title was swiftly reinstated 
just days later, a lot of ques- 
tions are still up in the air. 
If you're just catching up 
on the OpenAI saga and 
what's at stake for the ar- 
tificial intelligence space 
as a whole, you've come 
to the right place. Here's a 
rundown of what you need 
to know. 
WHO IS SAM ALTMAN AND 
HOW DID HE RISE TO FAME? 
Altman is co-founder of 
OpenAI, the San Francis- 
co-based company be- 
hind ChatGPT (yes, the 
chatbot that's seemingly 
everywhere today — from 
schools to health care ). 
The explosion of ChatGPT 
since its arrival one year 
ago propelled Altman into 
the spotlight of the rapid 
commercialization of gen- 
erative AI — which can 
produce novel imagery, 
passages of text and other 


media. And as he became 
Silicon Valley's most sought- 
after voice on the promise 
and potential dangers of 
this 
technology, 
Altman 
helped transform OpenAI 
into 
a 
world-renowned 
startup. 
But his position at OpenAI 
hit some rocky turns in a 
whirlwind that was the past 
week. Altman was fired as 
CEO Friday — and days 
later, he was back on the 
job with a new board of di- 
rectors. 
Within that time, Microsoft, 
which has invested bil- 
lions of dollars in OpenAI 
and has rights to its existing 
technology, helped drive 
Altman's return, quickly hir- 
ing him as well as another 
OpenAI co-founder and 
former 
president, 
Greg 
Brockman, who quit in pro- 
test after the CEO's ousting. 
Meanwhile, hundreds of 
OpenAI employees threat- 
ened to resign. 
Both Altman and Brock- 
man celebrated their re- 
turns to the company in 
posts on X, the platform 
formerly known as Twitter, 
early Wednesday. 
WHY DOES HIS REMOVAL 
— AND REINSTATEMENT — 
MATTER? 
There's a lot that remains 


unknown about Altman's 
initial ousting. Friday's an- 
nouncement said he was 
"not consistently candid in 
his communications" with 
the then-board of direc- 
tors, which refused to pro- 
vide more specific details. 
Regardless, the news sent 
shockwaves 
throughout 
the AI world — and, be- 
cause OpenAI and Altman 
are such leading players in 
this space, may raise trust 
concerns around a bur- 
geoning technology that 
many people still have 
questions about. 
"The 
OpenAI 
episode 
shows how fragile the AI 
ecosystem is right now, 
including addressing AI's 
risks," said Johann Laux, an 
expert at the Oxford Inter- 
net Institute focusing on 
human oversight of artifi- 
cial intelligence. 
The turmoil also accentu- 
ated the differences be- 
tween Altman and mem- 
bers of the company's 
previous board, who have 
expressed various views on 
the safety risks posed by 
AI as the technology ad- 
vances. 
Multiple experts add that 
this drama highlights how 
it should be governments 
— and not big tech com- 
panies — that should be 
calling the shots on AI reg- 
ulation, particularly for fast- 
evolving technologies like 
generative AI. 
"The events of the last few 
days have not only jeop- 
ardized OpenAI's attempt 
to introduce more ethical 
corporate governance in 
the management of their 
company, but it also shows 
that 
corporate 
gover- 
nance alone, even when 
well-intended, can eas- 
ily end up cannibalized by 
other corporate's dynam- 
ics and interests," said Enza 
Iannopollo, principal ana- 
lyst at Forrester. 
The lesson, Iannopollo said, 
is that companies can't 
alone deliver the level of 
safety and trust in AI that 
society needs. "Rules and 
guardrails, designed with 
companies and enforced 
by regulators with rigor, are 
crucial if we are to benefit 
from AI," he added.q 


The OpenAI logo appears on a mobile phone in front of a screen 
showing a portion of the company website in this photo taken 
on Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2023 in New York. 
(AP Photo/Peter Morgan) 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Trupiaal: Tel. 583 8560 
San Nicolas: Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 
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Retailers are ready to kick off Black Friday just as 
shoppers pull back on spending 


By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Retail- 
ers are kicking off the un- 
official start of the holiday 
shopping season on Friday 
with a bevy of discounts 
and 
other 
enticements. 
But executives are growing 
concerned with a spend- 
ing slowdown that could 
temper sales on the day 
after Thanksgiving as well 
as throughout the holidays. 
Shoppers, 
powered 
by 
a solid job market and 
steady wage growth, had 
demonstrated a resilience 
that confounded econo- 
mists and ran counter to 
sour sentiments expressed 
in 
opinion 
polls. 
Such 
spending, while cautious, 
came despite higher pric- 
es in the grocery aisle and 
higher borrowing costs. 
But consumers are now 
coming under more pres- 
sure from dwindling sav- 
ings, increased credit card 
debt and still stubborn in- 
flation. In fact, shoppers 
cut their buying in Octo- 
ber, ending six straight 
months of gains. Shoppers 
have gotten some relief 
from easing inflation, but 
many goods and services 
like meat and rent are still 
far higher than they were 
just three years ago. 
The latest quarterly results 
from a string of retailers 
from Walmart to Best Buy 
have reported a weaken- 
ing 
consumer. 
Walmart 
said it noticed shoppers 
cutting back in October 
and offered a muted an- 
nual sales outlook. Best 
Buy, the nation's largest 
retailer, said shoppers are 
trading down to cheaper 
TVs. And Target said shop- 
pers are waiting longer to 
buy items. For example, in- 
stead of buying sweatshirts 
or denim back in August or 
September, they held out 
until the weather turned 
cold. 
The National Retail Fed- 
eration, the nation's largest 
retail trade group, expects 
shoppers will spend more 
this year than last year, but 
their pace will slow given 
all the economic uncer- 
tainty. 
The group has forecast 
that U.S. holiday sales will 


rise 3% to 4% for November 
through December, com- 
pared with a 5.4% growth 
of a year ago. The pace 
is consistent with the av- 
erage annual holiday in- 
crease of 3.6% from 2010 to 
pre-pandemic 2019. Amer- 
icans ramped up spend- 
ing during the pandemic, 
with more money in their 
pockets from federal relief 
checks and nowhere to go 
during lockdowns. For the 
holiday 2021 season, sales 
for the two-month period 
surged 12.7%. 
Many retailers had already 
ordered fewer goods for 
this holiday season and 
have pushed holiday sales 
earlier in October than 
last year to help shoppers 
spread out their spending. 
An early shopping push ap- 


pears to be a trend that 
only got more pronounced 
during the pandemic when 
clogs in the supply network 
in 2021 made people buy 
early for fear of not getting 
what they wanted. 
But retailers said that many 
shoppers will be focus- 
ing more on deals and will 
likely wait until the last min- 
ute. Best Buy said it's push- 
ing more items at opening 
price points, while Kohl's 
has simplified its deals, pro- 
moting items under a cer- 
tain price point like $25 at 
its stores. 
Online discounts should be 
better than a year ago, 
particularly for toys, elec- 
tronics and clothing, ac- 
cording to Adobe Ana- 
lytics, which tracks online 
spending. It predicts toys 


will be discounted on av- 
erage by 35%, compared 
with 22% a year ago, while 
electronics should see 30% 
cuts, compared with last 
year's 27%. In clothing, 
shoppers will see an aver- 
age discount of 25%, com- 
pared with 19% last year, 
Adobe said. 
Analysts consider the five- 
day Black Friday week- 
end — which includes the 
Monday after the holiday 
known 
as 
Cyber 
Mon- 
day — a key barometer 
of shoppers' willingness to 
spend. And Black Friday 
is expected to be once 
again the busiest shopping 
day of the year, according 
to Sensormatic Solutions, a 
firm that tracks store traf- 
fic. On average, the top 
10 busiest shopping days 
in the U.S are expected to 
once again account for 
roughly 40% of all holiday 
retail traffic, Sensormatic 
said. 
Stores have been increas- 
ingly pushing Black Friday- 
type deals all month, help- 
ing to perk up business.q 


A sign announces Black Friday specials on luggage sets inside 
a Macy's department store on Monday, Nov. 20, 2023, in Den- 
ver. Retailers are kicking off the unofficial start of the holiday 
shopping season on Friday with a bevy of discounts and other 
enticements. 
(AP Photo/David Zalubowski) 
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By DANICA KIRKA and JILL 
LAWLESS undefined 
LONDON 
(AP) 
— 
King 
Charles III honored the K- 
pop band Blackpink on 
Wednesday for their work 
in raising awareness about 
climate change, as South 
Korean President Yoon Suk 
Yeol and Prime Minister Ri- 
shi Sunak pledged closer 
cooperation between their 
two countries on technol- 
ogy and defense. 
On the second day of 
Yoon’s three-day state visit 
to London, Charles made 
Blackpink members Jennie 
Kim, Jisoo Kim and Lalisa 
Manoban honorary Mem- 
bers of the Order of the Brit- 
ish Empire. 
Bandmate 
Roseanne 
(Rosé) Park also received 
an MBE, though hers came 
without 
the 
“honorary” 


qualifier because she has 
dual citizenship in New 
Zealand, one of the 14 
countries where the U.K. 


monarch is head of state. 
The honors were present- 
ed during a ceremony 
at Buckingham Palace in 


recognition of Blackpink’s 
role in promoting the work 
of the COP26 summit on 
climate change two years 
ago in Glasgow, Scotland. 
The awards are part of Brit- 
ain’s honors system, which 
recognizes outstanding ser- 
vice to the nation and the 
wider world. 
Charles had lauded the K- 
pop girl group on Tuesday 
during a state banquet in 
honor of Yoon and first lady 
Kim Keon Hee “for their role 
in bringing the message of 
environmental sustainabil- 
ity to a global audience. 
“I can only admire how 
they can prioritize these vi- 
tal issues, as well as being 
global superstars,” Charles 
said at the banquet. 
The Korean president is be- 
ing treated to royal and 
diplomatic pomp on the 


visit, which the U.K. govern- 
ment hopes will help ce- 
ment an “ Indo-Pacific tilt 
“ in its foreign and trade 
policy. 
Yoon met Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak at the British 
leader’s 10 Downing St. 
residence for talks focused 
on trade, technology and 
defense. To coincide with 
the visit, U.K. and Korean 
officials launched talks on 
an “upgraded” free trade 
agreement to replace their 
current deal, which largely 
replicates 
the 
arrange- 
ments the U.K. had before 
it left the European Union. 
The leaders also signed an 
agreement dubbed the 
“Downing Street Accord” 
pledging closer coopera- 
tion on defense and tech- 
nology, including artificial 
intelligence. q 


South Korean girl band Blackpink ahead of the State Banquet, 
for the state visit to the UK by President of South Korea Yoon 
Suk Yeol and his wife Kim Keon Hee, at Buckingham Palace, 
London, Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2023. (Yui Mok/Pool Photo via AP) 


King Charles III honors K-pop girl group Blackpink during South 
Korean president’s state visit 


NEW YORK (AP) — Oscar- 
winning actor Susan Sa- 
randon and “Scream” star 
Melissa Barrera were each 
dropped 
by 
Hollywood 
companies after making 
comments on the Israel- 
Hamas 
war 
that 
some 
deemed antisemitic. 
Spyglass 
Media 
Group, 
the 
production 
compa- 
ny behind the upcoming 
“Scream 
VII,” 
acknowl- 
edged Barrera’s exit from 
the horror franchise. The 
Mexican-born actress, who 
starred in “In the Heights” 
and 
the 
two 
recent 
“Scream” installments, had 
posted statements on Ins- 
tagram Stories calling the 
war “genocide and ethnic 
cleansing.” 
“Gaza,” she wrote, “is cur- 
rently being treated like a 
concentration camp.” 
Spyglass said in a state- 
ment that its position “is un- 
equivocally clear: We have 
zero tolerance for antisemi- 
tism or the incitement of 
hate in any form, including 
false references to geno- 
cide, 
ethnic 
cleansing, 
Holocaust distortion or any- 


thing that flagrantly crosses 
the line into hate speech.” 
Late Wednesday, Barrera 
posted a statement on In- 
stagram Stories about her 


firing. 
“First and foremost I con- 
demn 
antisemitism 
and 
Islamophobia. I condemn 
hate and prejudice of any 


kind against any group of 
people,” she wrote. 
“I believe a group of peo- 
ple are NOT their leader- 
ship, and that no govern- 


ing body should be above 
criticism,” she added. “I 
pray day and night for no 
more deaths, for no more 
violence, and for peaceful 
co-existence. I will continue 
to speak out for those that 
need it most and continue 
to advocate for peace 
and 
safety, 
for 
human 
rights and freedom.” 
Earlier Wednesday, Dead- 
line reported that Jenna 
Ortega, who played Bar- 
rera’s sister in the two pre- 
vious “Scream” films, has 
exited the seventh install- 
ment. Ortega earlier de- 
parted the franchise be- 
cause of her “Wednesday” 
schedule, the trade re- 
ported. A spokesperson for 
Ortega didn’t immediately 
respond to queries. 
A spokesman for the United 
Talent Agency said Saran- 
don, the five-time Oscar 
nominee, is no longer rep- 
resented by the agency. 
Sarandon’s exit from UTA 
followed comments she’s 
made about Israel, most 
recently in an appearance 
Nov. 17 at a pro-Palestinian 
rally in New York.q 


Melissa Barrera attends the world premiere of “Scream VI” in New York on March 6, 2023, left, 
and Susan Sarandon attends a special screening of “Maybe I Do” in New York on Jan. 17, 2023. 
Sarandon and Barrera were each dropped by Hollywood companies after making comments 
on the Israel-Hamas war that some deemed antisemitic. (Photos by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) 


Susan Sarandon, Melissa Barrera dropped from Hollywood 
companies after comments on Israel-Hamas war 
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WOKING, England (AP) — Formula One team McLaren signed its IndyCar racer Pato 
O’Ward on Thursday as a reserve driver for next season. 
The 24-year-old Pato will jump behind the wheel for the first practice session of the Abu 
Dhabi Grand Prix on Friday, and will then take part in post-season testing at the same 
track, McLaren said in a statement. 
O’Ward will combine his reserve role on McLaren’s F1 team next year with driving for 
Arrow McLaren in the IndyCar series. 
After placing fourth in this year’s IndyCar championship, with seven podium finishes, he 
collected enough points to qualify for a Super Licence that paved the way for a reserve 
role with McLaren and potential future in F1. 
“Pumped to take on this new role within the McLaren Racing family,” O’Ward said. “I’ve 
always said it’s never a bad day when you get to jump into an F1 car, so I look forward 
to joining the reserve driver pool for next year.”q 


FILE - Pato O’Ward prepares before the start of an IndyCar auto 
race at World Wide Technology Raceway, on Aug. 27, 2023, 
in Madison, Ill. Formula One team McLaren signed its IndyCar 
racer Pato O’Ward on Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023, as a reserve 
driver for next season. 
(AP Photo/Jeff Roberson) 


McLaren signs IndyCar racer Pato 
O’Ward as a reserve driver for the 2024 
F1 season 


FILE - Pittsburgh Steelers running back coach Eddie Faulkner watches on the sideline during NFL 
football practice, Saturday, May 11, 2019, in Pittsburgh. Faulkner was promoted to interim offen- 
sive coordinator on Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2023 following the firing of Matt Canada 
(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File) 


By WILL GRAVES AP Sports 
Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — This isn’t 
the way Eddie Faulkner 
wanted to get the biggest 
job of his professional life. 
Faulkner and Matt Canada 
are friends. Their wives are 
friends. Their families are 
friends. It’s a bond that 
goes back well over a de- 
cade, a bond that hardly 
ended when the Pittsburgh 
Steelers fired Canada as 
their offensive coordinator 
on Tuesday and replaced 
him with Faulkner, the en- 
ergetic 46-year-old running 
backs coach who is well 
aware of how the promo- 
tion could alter the trajec- 
tory of his career. 
Not that he wants to talk 
about it much. Yes, Faulkner 
is thankful and excited for 
the opportunity. No, he’s 
not thrilled it had to come 
at Canada’s expense, par- 
ticularly when the blame 
for Pittsburgh’s offensive 
struggles goes far beyond 
someone who means so 
much to him. 
“We feel like we let (Can- 
ada) down,” Faulkner said 
Thursday. 
Maybe, but head coach 
Mike 
Tomlin 
had 
seen 
enough to feel a rare 
midseason move was re- 
quired for a franchise that’s 
among the most stable in 
professional sports. 
Tomlin selected Faulkner as 
the coordinator on an inter- 
im basis, with quarterbacks 


coach Mike Sullivan han- 
dling the play-calling duties 
on Sunday when Pittsburgh 
(6-4) visits Cincinnati (5-5). 
The move makes Faulkner 
one of a handful of Black 
men currently in the posi- 
tion in the NFL, a job con- 
sidered a primary stepping 
stone to becoming a head 
coach. “I’d be lying if I said 
I didn’t think it was a bless- 
ing,” Faulkner said. “I totally 
understand it. You know 
what I’m saying? Like, I’m 
at the point in my career 
where I totally understand 
the 
opportunity 
that’s 


there. But at the same time, 
it’s not clouding what the 
task at hand is.” 
Namely, trying to get Pitts- 
burgh’s 
28th-ranked 
of- 
fense to show signs of 
growth. The Steelers have 
remained in the crowded 
AFC playoff race despite a 
unit that struggles to gener- 
ate points or yards with any 
regularity. 
Pittsburgh has survived on 
the strength of its defense 
and the ability to find a way 
to pull out close games in 
the final moments. 
It’s not a formula that’s sus- 


tainable long term, and the 
tipping point came after a 
13-10 loss to Cleveland last 
Sunday in which quarter- 
back Kenny Pickett threw 
for just 106 yards. 
By Tuesday morning, Can- 
ada’s two-plus year tenure 
was over and the detail-ori- 
ented Faulkner found him- 
self in charge of restoring 
some of the potency and 
swagger to an offense that 
has lacked it far too often. 
The inventive Faulkner has 
spent five years working 
with Pittsburgh’s running 
backs, where he’s devel- 


oped a reputation for a 
“sure, why not?” approach 
to his job. 
He’ll scour social media 
for drills he thinks might 
work, the former college 
running back at Wisconsin 
with a brief stint in training 
camp with the Steelers in 
2001 taking great glee in 
challenging the group of 
20-somethings at his dis- 
posal. 
“He’s maybe one of the 
most influential coaches 
I’ve ever had in my life,” 
said 
second-year 
Steel- 
ers running back Jaylen 
Warren. “The way he goes 
about his job. The energy 
he brings. It can rub off on 
us.” 
Pittsburgh’s offense could 
use a jolt. Faulkner plans to 
be on the sideline during 
games so he can commu- 
nicate with position groups 
and collaborate with Sulli- 
van in between series. 
One of his biggest tasks will 
be finding a way to help 
Pickett evolve. The sec- 
ond-year starter has just six 
touchdown passes on the 
season and only two since 
Oct. 1. Getting the ball 
downfield has been an is- 
sue, and Pickett has looked 
tentative and unsure in the 
pocket of late. 
Faulkner understands his 
relationship 
with 
Pickett 
will shift over the next two 
months, but he also has no 
plans to change everything 
and start over.q 


New Steelers offensive coordinator Eddie Faulkner is focusing on 
the present 
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French military to contribute 15,000 soldiers to massive security 
operation for Paris Olympics 


PARIS (AP) — France's mili- 
tary is planning to contribute 
15,000 soldiers to the mas- 
sive security operation for 
next year's Paris Olympics, 
an army general involved in 
the preparations said Thurs- 
day. The bulk of the mili- 
tary force — nearly 10,000 
troops — will be deployed 
in the Paris region, where 
most Olympic events will 
be concentrated, said Gen. 
Christophe Abad, the mili- 
tary governor of Paris who 
serves as military adviser to 
the French capital's police 
chief. Military forces will also 
be employed for the games 
as far as 15,000 kilometers 
(nearly 10,000 miles) away 
in Tahiti, where navy vessels 
will safeguard the venue 
there for Olympic surfing. 
In Paris, a temporary military 
camp for 5,000 troops will be 
set up in a park in the south- 
east of the capital, putting 
the force close to the city's 
Olympic sites, Abad said. 
The 
security 
operation 
for the July 26 to Aug. 11 


Olympics, and Paralympic 
Games that follow, is un- 
precedented in scale for 
France. Tens of thousands of 
police officers and private 
security staff are also being 


deployed. New legislation 
has also allowed the tempo- 
rary use next year of cam- 
eras combined with artifi- 
cial intelligence software to 
scan for security problems. 


Critics fear the Olympic se- 
curity will erode privacy and 
civil liberties permanently. In 
the skies, the French military 
is also planning to deploy 
Reaper surveillance drones 


and AWACS airspace-moni- 
toring planes, fighter jets, air- 
borne refueling planes and 
helicopters that can carry 
sharpshooters and equip- 
ment to disable drones. 
The military force of 15,000 
nationwide 
will 
incorpo- 
rate 7,000 troops already 
deployed on anti-terrorism 
patrols at transport hubs 
and other busy or sensi- 
tive sites, including places 
of worship, Abad said. The 
military could also be called 
upon to contribute addi- 
tional troops if Paris Games 
organizers fall short in their 
efforts to recruit more pri- 
vate security staff. The mili- 
tary's Olympic preparations 
include training exercises 
to hone its readiness for 
potential crises during the 
games. Abad said that dur- 
ing war games this month, 
he and other officials tested 
their capabilities for deal- 
ing with a terrorist threat, a 
plane crash, an attack using 
drones, a severe heat wave 
and a chemical spill. q 


FILE - The Olympic rings in front of the Paris City Hall, in Paris, Sunday, April 30, 2023. France’s 
military is planning to contribute 15,000 soldiers to the massive security operation for next year's 
Paris Olympics, it was reported on Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File) 


Sinner leads Italy past the Netherlands 
in Davis Cup. Italians reach semis for 
2nd straight season 


MALAGA, Spain (AP) — Jan- 
nik Sinner kept Italy alive by 
winning his singles match 
and 
then 
successfully 
teamed up with Lorenzo So- 
nego in the doubles against 
the Netherlands to send his 
nation into the semifinals of 
the Davis Cup on Thursday. 
Italy rallied to a 2-1 win to 
reach the last-four for the 
second 
straight 
season. 
Without Sinner, the Italians 
were eliminated by even- 
tual champion Canada last 
year. 
The Netherlands got the 
first point when Botic van 


de Zandschulp saved two 
match points to beat Mat- 
teo Arnaldi 6-7 (6) 6-3 7-6 (7) 
in a thrilling opening singles 
that lasted nearly 3 hours. 
The fourth-ranked Sinner 
beat Tallon Griekspoor 7-6 
(3) 6-1 to make it 1-1 and 
then, along with Sonego, 
defeated Griekspoor and 
Wesley Koolhof 6-3, 6-4 in 
the decisive doubles. 
The 22-year-old Sinner was 
coming off a runner-up fin- 
ish to Novak Djokovic in the 
ATP Finals last week. 
The Italians won their lone 
Davis Cup title in 1976, and 


will be seeking a first final 
appearance since 1998. 
Italy has reached seven 
semifinals this century. 
The Netherlands, in the 
quarterfinals for the second 
consecutive year, was try- 
ing to match its best-ever 
performance from a semifi- 
nal appearance in 2001. 
Italy will face the winner 
of the quarterfinal match 
between Novak Djokovic's 
Serbia and Great Britain 
later Thursday. 
Australia and Finland will 
play in the other semifinal 
match on Friday. q 


Italy’s Janik Sinner, top, and Italy’s Lorenzo Sonego celebrate 
after winning against Netherlands’ Tallon Griekspoor and 
Netherlands’ Wesley Koolhof during a Davis Cup quarter-final 
tennis match between Italy and Netherlands in Malaga, Spain, 
Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Manu Fernandez) 


